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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PARIS 30412 171816Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-12 10-14 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGRE-00 
CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-07 
INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-05 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 
OMB-01 /123W 

065187 180613Z/16 

R 171909Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0417 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL BORDEAUX 
AMCONSUL LYON 
AMCONSUL MARSEILLE 
AMCONSUL NICE 
AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 

UNCLAS PARIS 30412 

USMTN: PARIS PASS OECD 

USEEC 

PASS TREASURY, FEDERAL RESERVE, COMMERCE, LABOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EALR, EFIN, EGEN, FR 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN TRADE SECTOR IN SURPLUS IN 
SEPTEMBER FOR FIRST TIME IN TWO YEARS 


UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PARIS 30412 171816Z 

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWENTY-FIVE MONTHS FRANCE 
REGISTERED A FOREIGN TRADE SURPLUS IN SEPTEMBER 
ON A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED BASIS. IMPORTS WERE 
FF 27,845 MILLION AND EXPORTS FF 28,266 MILLION 
WITH A SURPLUS OF FF 42L MILLION. ON AN UNADJUSTED 
BASIS IMPORTS WERE FF 27,1 10 MILLION AND 
EXPORTS FF 26,627 MILLION, WITH A DEFICIT OF FF 483 
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MILLION. 

MAJOR FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
TRADE BALANCE WERE: A RECORD SURPLUS OF FF 2.1 
BILLION FOR CAPITAL GOODS, VERY HIGH AUTOMOBILE 
SALES OF FF 2.1 BILLION VERSUS ONLY FF 850 
MILLION IN IMPORTS; AND A SURPLUS FOR CONSUMER 
GOODS (EXCLUDING AUTOMOBILES) OF FF 300 MILLION. 

HOWEVER, AGRICULTURE PRODUCTS STILL HAVE NOT 
REGAINED THEIR TRADITIONAL SURPLUS, RUNNING A 
FF ONE BILLION DEFICIT IN SEPTEMBER. 

HARTMAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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